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description of recommendations 

 All actors involved in policy making, research, management and land use to recognise and 

enhance the multiple values of Alpine grasslands and to collaborate in their management and 

conservation 

 Give greater priority to restoring semi natural grasslands and their characteristic species 

 Develop more initiatives to train and transfer knowledge amongst the agricultural community, 

ecological experts, researchers and competent authorities 

 Build long term relationships based on dialogue to build trust amongst stakeholders 

 Create the right conditions at all levels of policy making and implementation to improve the 

ecological condition of grasslands  

 Develop more flexibility in the application of EU Agri-environmental rules, especially 

recognising the nature of extensive grassland and wood pastures and the management 

requirements for their conservation 

 Restructure agricultural incentives so as to reward better the delivery of public goods and give 

more support to extensive grassland management 

 Prevent further intensification and abandonment 

 Strengthen the monitoring and implementation of the EU Habitats Directive, together with an 

increase in dedicated funding 

 Increase the contribution of agriculture to biodiversity recovery, especially by strengthening 

the support to biodiversity in the EU Common Agricultural Policy  

 



 Develop more flexibility in the application of 

EU Agri-environmental rules, especially 

recognising the nature of extensive grassland 

and wood pastures and the management 

requirements for their conservation 

 



Forest-Grassland-Ecotones 

Argynnis niobe 

 Nutrient-poor, xeric or 
slightly humid grasslands 
in forest gaps or in vicinity 
to forests 

 Large area needed 

 Extensive cattle grazing or 
summer mowing (one cut) 
are possible 
 

Lopinga achine 

 Forest with low cover of 
about 40%, slightly humid, 
dense grass layer, nutrient-
poor 

 Dependant on dynamic 
processes, such as different 
edaphic and topographic 
conditions, wild ungulates, 
grazing cattle 

 Grazing intensity has to 
maintain open structure and 
dense grass layer 



Habitat 
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 There is a tendency to consider some basic set of 

plant species as aim of restoration / management 

-> this may lead to impoverished grassland sites 

(Pollinators!) 

 There is more to a grassland than just grass 

 Breeding grounds (bees: open soil, old plant parts 

such as pithy shoots, butterflies: specific food plants, 

microclimate) 

 Feeding supply (Nectar, plant saps, protein sources) 

 Presence and variability in time 

 



description of recommendations 

 All actors involved in policy making, research, management and land use to recognise and 

enhance the multiple values of Alpine grasslands and to collaborate in their management and 

conservation 

 Give greater priority to restoring semi natural grasslands and their characteristic species 

 Develop more initiatives to train and transfer knowledge amongst the agricultural community, 

ecological experts, researchers and competent authorities 

 Build long term relationships based on dialogue to build trust amongst stakeholders 

 Create the right conditions at all levels of policy making and implementation to improve the 

ecological condition of grasslands  

 Develop more flexibility in the application of EU Agri-environmental rules, especially 

recognising the nature of extensive grassland and wood pastures and the management 

requirements for their conservation 

 Restructure agricultural incentives so as to reward better the delivery of public goods and give 

more support to extensive grassland management 

 Prevent further intensification and abandonment 

 Strengthen the monitoring and implementation of the EU Habitats Directive, together with an 

increase in dedicated funding 

 Increase the contribution of agriculture to biodiversity recovery, especially by strengthening 

the support to biodiversity in the EU Common Agricultural Policy  

 



 Prevent further intensification and 

abandonment 

 Strengthen the monitoring and implementation 

of the EU Habitats Directive, together with an 

increase in dedicated funding 

 





 



Structural Diversity on alpine pastures 

 Parnassius apollo und Maculinea arion breeding habitats 
 Larval food-plants Sedum album (P. apollo) and Thymus sp. (M. arion)  

 Both occur regularly on rocks and heaps of stones on the pastures 

 Loss of habitats by small changes 
 Removal of rocks and heaps of stones 

 Manure applied across rocks within pastures by improved access 

 Keep structural diversity, even of superficially  
unimportant features 

photos: www.hoernerdoerfer.de/naturpark-nagelfluhkette 



Abandonment and 
Intensification:  

two sides of the same coin 

 Colias myrmidone 

sites in Romania 

 Heavy sheep grazing 

new in some areas 

resulting in decline 

of populations 

 Afforestation of 

areas not easy to 

reach overgrows 

breeding areas 

 

 Clear responsibilities 

needed ! 
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 All actors involved in policy making, research, 

management and land use to recognise and 

enhance the multiple values of Alpine 

grasslands and to collaborate in their 

management and conservation 

 Develop more initiatives to train and transfer 

knowledge amongst the agricultural 

community, ecological experts, researchers and 

competent authorities 

 



Arnica montana use as medicinal plant 

in Romania 

 Maintenance of traditional management 

 Economic benefit: alternative source of 

income 

 Social benefit: people stay in the region 

 Ecological benefit: biodiversity preserved 

 

 

 Keep close contact and control if prescriptions 

are obeyed 



Conclusions 

 Consider forest-grassland ecotones as a quality on its own within 

habitat types. Grassland gaps in forests and light stands make a 

difference! 

 Pollinators need more than flowers: Provide breeding habitats and 

specific resources 

 Put effort in maintaining structural diversity, such as rock 

outcrops, stone hills, unmanaged parcels. Small structures make a 

habitat rich! 

 Find solutions for detrimental funding of intensification and 

abandonment and clear responsibilities 

 Keep nutrient-poor conditions. Find new measures to reduce the 

influence of deposition 

 Traditional land-use and its actors offer a wealth of knowledge. 

Use it and cooperate! But keep eyes open! 

 



Thank you  

for your  

attention! 


